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Risks and Consequences  

Of Criminal Procedural Law Article 240 
 

When you are accused of a crime and arrested you have two options, you can either:  1) choose to admit 

to committing the crime (Even If You Didn’t Do It), because you may be pressured into a plea bargain 

(Cop Out) by the prosecution or 2) choose to go to trial.  Criminal Procedure Law 240 allows 

prosecutors to settle cases quickly and with minimal resources by offering plea bargains even though 

the accused do not know what the evidence is against them.  Both options carry the risk of going to jail, 

and having a criminal record “For Life”.  Remember, plea bargaining (Copping Out) is saying “I Am 

Guilty”.  The risks and consequences could cost you and they include, but are not limited to, Fines, 

Probation, Drug Testing, Travel Restrictions, and more. You will also have problems 

with:  

 Employment in any New York City or State Civil Service organization. 

 Employment in any law enforcement agency in New York City or State. 

 Serving in the Armed Forces of the United States of America. 

 Access to New York City Public Housing (NYCHA) or Risk eviction from your existing apartment.  

 Access to Insurance in the common market. 

 Access to licensing to become an armed or unarmed security guard. 

 Access to licensing to become a taxi or commercial driver in New York State. 

 Voting in federal and state elections.  

 Employment in a New York State hospital. 

 Licensing for barber or beauty salon employment. 

 Private employment or housing in New York State. 

 Credit in the common market in New York State. 

 Many more rejections and restrictions. 

 

In essence, you are in prison without being behind bars.  Criminal Procedure Law Section 240 violates 

most of your common rights.        
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Repeal Criminal Procedure Law 240 

 Enact Criminal Procedure Law 245 
 

 Changing New York State's Criminal Procedure Law 240 would help anyone who is arrested for criminal 
cases to fairly prepare for trial, and it will encourage the guilty persons to plead guilty much faster, 
without the needless and costly delays it takes now under the CPL 240 system.   
 

 Because of CPL 240, 97% of all criminal cases in New York State are settled in our courts by making a deal, 

no matter if you are guilty or not.  The pressure that the district attorney and the system put on the family 

and the person who is arrested is so great that the person is compelled to take the plea.  (MAKE A DEAL!) 

 

 The new law would make the prosecution and the defense, after having received evidence from the 

prosecution; automatically give each opposing party all of the evidence and information early on in a case. 

 

 New York State is only one of the fourteen (14) states in the nation that still have this law, which does not 

require the district attorney’s office to turn over evidence or information to a defense attorney until the 

start of trial.  By that time, the accused does not even have time to prepare his/her defense.   (THIS CAN 

HAPPEN TO YOU!) 

 

 The 14 states in the nation who share company with NEW YORK STATE are Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, 

Louisiana, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, Wyoming, South Dakota, Kansas, Rhode Island, Iowa, 

(Texas just changed their law in 2014).  

 

 The American Bar Association has long wanted more and earlier criminal discovery of information and 

evidence. 

 

 A minimum of $5,000 is needed to fight any criminal case exclusive of trial. (WHAT’S IN YOUR WALLET?) 

 

 It takes over $167,000 a year to keep a person in jail before TRIAL IN NYS.  Our dollars are needed for 

your communities, schools, senior citizen centers and the needy.  

 

 Call your NYS Legislator and Governor to request that they Repeal CPL 240 and Enact CPL 245 


